
at Cal State San Bernardino many 
of the difficulties were the same­ 
but we had no computer 
!"#$%&'()*+(),&)-+.)/#)
computers.  
 
While waiting for someone to 
0/&&.)-&%!1)2)-+.)!%&/34)#5)36'&)
to read the fantastic tournament 
program Nermin had put 
3#7&3-&"*88+/.)"&'&'$&")3-&)
first one I was in charge of 
assembling in 1988.  It was two 
!6&9&()#5)!+!&")5#%.&.)6/)-+%5*6/)
$%+9:)+/.),-63&*;#,)36'&()
change. 
 
Watching coaches and students 
interacting, speakers trying to see 
the postings and screaming with 
joy with seeing they had 
0$"#:&/1<)+/.)+%%)=#4)+3)3-&)
awards assembly reminded me 
of: 
 

(Continued on page 10) 

While sitting for three days at the 
-&%!).&(:)+3)3-6()4&+">()(3+3&)
tournament I had a great deal of 
time to reflect on the many past 
state tournaments  of which I had 
$&&/)+)!+"3*88+/.)#5)3-&)'+/4)
students and coaches with whom 
I had shared a variety of 
experiences. 
 
My first was in 1956, (so long 
ago) as a participant.  I was a 
sophomore team debate qualifier 
?3-+3>()3-&)#/%4).&$+3&)3-&"&),+(@)
+/.)2)+%'#(3).6./>3)7&3)3#)
7#*8A#B)(&&<)2),+()+%(#)6/)3-&)
band and there was a state music 
festival the same weekend and if I 
missed that I would fail 
$+/.*8CB3)3-6/7(),#":&.)#B3)(#)
that immediately after being 
eliminated from the tourney I 
rode an overnight bus from Santa 
C+"$+"+)3#);+4,+".*8'&3)3-&)
$+/.*8+/.).6./>3)5+6%*88D#)4#B)
can see I do understand conflicts. 

The only thing really significant 
about my first year teaching/
coaching was that the four 
qualifiers I took to state in Santa 
Barbara started the string of 42 
consecutive years of qualifiers 
and participation in the state 
tournament.  A piece of personal 
trivia of which I am very proud. 
 
23),+(/>3)B/36%)EFGH)+3)IDJ)3-+3)2)
could brag about a State 
K-+'!6#/8)?)L6"%>()MN3&'!@*CB3)
it then became very obvious to 
me just how much such a 
winning can mean to a speaker.  
She was so very, very proud. 
 
Watching  VP Act. (Tournament 
Director)  Nermin  Kamel 
scurrying around for three days 
solving both major and minor 
problems brought back memories 
of my three years in that position. 
2/)>FO)+3)P&/3B"+)K#%%&7&<)>FQ)+3)
D+9"+'&/3#)K634)K#%%&7&)+/.)>FR)

STATE  TOURNEY  AND  ME 

Ron Underwood­CHSSA Historian 

State Championships leaves it’s heart in San Francisco 
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CHSSA BULLTIN 

Lowell High School was the 
location of the CHSSA State 
Tournament this year and 
their storied past and 
commitment to forensics 
was clear...in San Francisco 
of all places! Lowell HS was 
well suited given the fact 
that at Lowell, the first high 
school forensic program in 
the country was founded, 
 
A spectacular location and 
dream­like  weather added 
to an atmosphere that was 
congenial. 
 
A full list of finalists as well 
as the State Champion 
Original Oratory are 
included inside. 

;+%%)#5)J+'&"(*8P6.&# 
Did you ever wonder what 
speech competition in 
California was like 20­30­
40+ years ago? 
If you have, wonder no 
more. 
 
30+ of the CHSSA Hall of 
Fame members have been 
interviewed  on video by 
past Historian Donovan 
Cummings and current 
Historian Ron Underwood.  
And with the efforts of 
CHSSA webmaster, Stephen 
Caperton, twelve of them 
are now available on line for 
your viewing.   (And more 
will become viewable in the 
near future.) 
 
Currently available at 
www.youtube.com/user/
chssaweb are historical 
speech and personal 
discussions with 
Carmendale Fernandes, 
Natalie Weber, Donovan 
Cummings, Ernest Poletti, 
Shirley Keller­Firestone,  
Ron Underwood, Rita 
Prichard, Mary Ritter, Larry 
Smith, Jack Stafford, Chuck  
Ballingall and Robert Jones. 
 
They are both educational 
and enjoyable.  Try one. (Or 
more) 

The Bulletin is the 
official newsletter of the 
California High 
School State Speech 
Association. To submit 
articles, please email, 
editor@cahssa.org 

http://www.youtube.com/user/chssaweb
http://www.youtube.com/user/chssaweb
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The California High School Speech Association (CHSSA) 
is an association comprised of member schools 

throughout the state of California. CHSSA supports the 
integration of speech education into high school 
curriculae across California. CHSSA sponsors 11 

leagues in the state that host a variety of local speech 
and debate competitions as well as qualify students to 

attend the State Tournament.  

CALIFORNIA 
HIGH SCHOOL 
SPEECH 

ASSOCIATION 

!"#$%&'()(*+,-#)%*.%'".$.,)#'%-.*&*,/)0.1)-$,-)
(%-**&)2*"'.($%()2*")30&&)$((+' )

 
John Naisbitt coined a term in his early eighties bestseller 

!"#$%&"'() , “high tech high touch.” A quick glance at the state of 

competitive forensics in California indicates that we are feeling the 

growing pains and conflict of such a megatrend. Our activity balances 

both elements...but is that good? 

 

We are requesting articles for publication concerning  

technology and forensics. We ask that articles be between 100­350 

words maximum. Areas being considered for publication are: 

Computer tabbing programs 

Computers in events 

Social networking debate 

 

The above list are suggestions. The main thesis needs to address the 

issues of technology and competitive “soft skill” events.  
 

Please email all pieces to Reed Niemi at rniemi@njes.org 

 

78!!9':0;;-+62 '

Check us out on the web 
www.cahssa.org 

 
CHSSA Executive Council Members 

 
President 
Sharon Prefontain 
 
VP Activities 
Nermin Kamel 
 
VP Curriculum 
Rita Pritchard 
 
VP Public Relations 
Steve Caperton 
 
Secretary 
Chuck Ballingal 
 
Treasurer 
Neil Barembaum 
 
Editor 
Reed Niemi 
 
Historian 
Ron Underwood 
 



Interested in 

joining CHSSA?  

Go to cahssa.org 

!"#$%&'%($)*+,!$

-"./+0!1'/"2$/+$

)3/"1!%1$452 
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Area 1 

Shirley Kelly-Firestone 
skeller_firestone@yahoo.com  

  

Area 2 

Linda Darling  
linda.darling@twinriversusd.org  

 

Area 3 

Jennifer Kindred  
Jennifer.kindred@venturausd.org  

 

Area 4 

Ron Underwood 
underwoodron@msn.com 

 

!"##$%"&"'(')*+#$)&,()-)$&).&+ (
/0+)1$23(4%#5,,(*6+(!"##$%"&"'  ­ *"$(+ ,-$(".)/"$01'#.$'(.21)%"'1'#.

$3%141%1").%5$%.3$'.6".1'78)"(.1'%9.$'+.38&&13828-:..;3%14".21)%"'1'#.)0122,6812(1'#<.-"(1$.
/&")"'%$%19')<./"&)8$)14".)/"$01'#<."=%"-/9&$'"98)<.("6$%".$'(.#&98/.(1)38))19'<.
across the curriculum.  It’s time to remember the “forgotten standard” of the English 
38&&13828->.9&$2.39--8'13$%19':..?91'.%5".@$2179&'1$.A1#5.B35992.B/""35.;))931$%19'.1'.
&"1'%&9(831'#.%5".)/90"'.2$'#8$#".$).$./2$%79&-.79&.)%8("'%).%9.("4"29/.%5"1&.1("$)<.
%5"1&.6"21"7).$'(.%5"1&./"&)9':.C1%5.2"))9'./2$')<.)$-/2".)/""35")<.$'(.%"-/2$%").79&.
%"$351'#./86213.)/"$01'#.+98.D122.5$4".$22.%5$%.1).'"3"))$&+.%9.%8&'.$.32$))&99-.1'%9.$.
)%$#".79&.39--8'13$%19':.!ISBN 1­932716­00­9!
4-)$&).&+()*()')7528%5'(  

 

Speech/Debate Coaches’ Handbook –./&$3%13$2.1("$).1'.")%$621)51'#.$.39-/"%1%14".
)/""35E("6$%"./&9#&$-.$%.+98&.)35992:..F77"3%14".)8##")%19').79&.39$351'#<.1'328(1'#."4"'%.&82")<."=$-/2".
)/""35")<.$'(.5"2/782.51'%).79&.&"3&81%1'#.$'(.&8''1'#.$.)833"))782.%"$-G!
4-)$&).&+(3455) under the “documents” (
(

Instructional DVD’s –(567*($#*"/8)!19*%0%/8):"$,$.0&);"*('<;*'#"/8):"0#*"$%0&)
=.#'"7"'#0#$*.8)>#+1'.#)?*.,"'((8)0.1)@-'A0#$%)=.#'"7"'#0#$*.) –.H5")".
"'%"&%$1'1'#<.)%8("'%,7&1"'(2+.IJI).%"$35.%5"./&93")).97./&"/$&1'#.$'(./&")"'%1'#.
)/""35"):..F$35.IJI.39'%$1').$.KL.-1'8%".1')%&83%19'$2./&")"'%$%19'.D1%5.%")%1-9'1").
7&9-./&97"))19'$2)<.39$35.1'%"&41"D)<.39-/"%1%14".)/""35.)$-/2").$'(.214",&98'(.
$3%19':..M12-"(.+"$&2+.$%.%5".)%$%".%98&'$-"'%<.%5")".IJI).$&".3&1%13$2.%992).1'.
)833"))782.39$351'#<.%5")".1')%&83%19'$2.IJI.$&".#"$&"(.%9D$&(.39-/"%1%19'.68%.
"77"3%14".79&.32$))&99-.8)":!
Samples and DVD’s available under the “event video” (
(

!"#$%&$'"()$*+%$,"-"(+)$&#./,.0,&12.&",$$

mailto:Jennifer.kindred@venturausd.org
mailto:skeller_firestone@yahoo.com
mailto:linda.darling@twinriversusd.org
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2012 State Tournament Champions 

A16<62,;'A1,+/1B'
'

Marisha Kazi       Saint Francis  

Josephine Kao           Mira Loma 

Bo Kovitz             Redlands 

Tiffany Lam     Fullerton Joint  

Bryce Kirby    Arroyo Grande 

Kayle Curley     Fullerton Joint 

Anissa N. Gomez            Redlands 

A16<62,;'95C/D,DB'
 

Ritu Jayakrishnan       Clovis North 

Deepika Bodapati       Presentation 

Sohabe Mojaddidy   James Logan 

Nicholas Hargis       Saint Francis 

Nimrah Imam           Claremont 

Amber Sonka       Helix Charter 

Dorothy Nguyen       James Logan 

$3E1/3E+0 '
 

Adam Revello            Cleveland 

Gia Karpouzis             Redlands 

Debnil Sur           Bellarmine 

Shreyas Tirumala         South High 

Sahej Randhawa           Bellarmine 

Meghan Weston      Fullerton Joint 

Kelvin Wong          San Marino 

 
%,+6/2,;'4F+-3E/1,2-/0G' '

'
Vijay Singh                    Bellarmine 

Mike Zhu             Dougherty Valley 

Madhu Vijay                  Bellarmine 

Lauren Tucker         Fullerton Joint 

Ryan Cunningham  Fullerton Joint 

Shayna Howitt    Crescenta Valley 

Eric Wang           Dougherty Valley 

 
$2+-12,+6/2,;'4F+-3E/1,2-/0G' '

'
Ronak Ahir                 Leland 

John Cherian           Bellarmine 

Aditya Limaye           Bellarmine 

Bennett Stehr           Miramonte 

Ankur Mahesh           Bellarmine 

Neil Prasad             Saratoga 

Vinayak Ganeshan     Monte Vista 

 
4FE/G6+/1B''

'
Kyle Berlin    Arroyo Grande 

Ashlin Hatch    Arroyo Grande 

Jenny Vuong           Gabrielino 

Dominique Chan                Leland 

Lucia Song      James Logan 

Ashley Lai                 Leland 

Sarah Tsou          Archbishop Mitty 

 
A1,+/16D,;'$2+-1E1-+,+6/2 

 
Nathan Perez     Fullerton Joint 

Macy Hardley    Immaculate Heart 

Cameron Martin      Mount Miguel 

Ladijah Corder                Monroe 

Kathleen Preston           Gabrielino 

Wendy Huang                Arcadia 

Christian Abueg           Great Oak 

 

 
.H-3,+6D'$2+-1E1-+,+6/2 '

'
Nicholas Le      James Logan 

Zachary Herrera             South SF 

Kevin Lopez            California 

Melanie Parson        West Ranch 

Cecily Schmidt           Miramonte 

Kathleen Luka     Fullerton Joint 

Heather Goold           Centennial 

 

 
803/1/0G'$2+-1E1-+,+6/2 '

 
Earleen Brown      James Logan 

Brandon Deadwiler   James Logan 

Summer Wagner     Fullerton Joint 

Christian Harris      James Logan 

Pranay Yeturu           Claremont 

Stevie Noch            Peninsula 

Naveen Kashyap      James Logan 
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2012 State Tournament Champions 

J1,3,+6D'$2+-1E1-+,+6/2 '
 

Tyler Tippings     Schurr 

Nathan Leal      James Logan 

Maggie Wu            Gabrielino 

Maya Glasgow   CHAMPS Charter 

Charity Lyons      Mount Miguel 

Nicole Bruno        Presentation 

Marina Alan     Fullerton Joint 

J0/'$2+-1E1-+,+6/2 '
/)#)6(9)6:5"6 ( ((((((((;)'+,(<53)2 (
9+.5#)6(=$*6+#,0552 (
(
>$%6)+&(<$'( (((((((((((>52*+(?$,*) (
@#)2:)2(A)23 (
(
4&&+2(B)#%$)( (((((((((((((((((?)&+2%$)(
>)%1C(@#)7$2)(
(
D+&+2(<"(((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((B).#$+&$25(
E+,6)2(/$#$')2+ (
(
;5,+(D+#2)2:+7(((((((((((((F"&&+#*52(;5$2*(
>)**6+G(E65,#5).):$ (
(
E)2$,6(4#6)2* H/":6$# ( ((<+&)2: (
I$,6(4#6)2* H/":6$# (
(
;",*$2(D+#2)2:+7(((((((((((((;)'+,(<53)2 (
J$&)$(K)*+&(

A16<62,;'"1/G-'K'"/-+1B '
'

Cheikh Athj                Monroe 

Kyle DeCamp            Gabrielino 

James LaRose       Helix Charter 

Shivam Kamboj      Leland 

Nicki Naddaf     Leland 

Karen Wu     Leland 

Leonardo Yalung Central Catholic 

 
@62D/;2LJ/0<;,GG'J-M,+- '

'
Gabriel Bronshteyn     Monte Vista 

Matt DeLateur            Bellarmine 

Max Shapiro            Brentwood 

Samay Dhawan            Bellarmine 

Kelsey White           North High 

Ronny Mukherjee          Bellarmine 

Grant Kalasky       Santa Margarita 

 
"/;6DB'J-M,+- '

>)6'55: (( (((((((((((((((@+&&)#'$2+(
A#$-+:$(
(
?)#') ( ( ( (((<+&)2: (
4:-)2$ (
(
<+52)#: ( ( ((((<)(!5,*)(!)2C52 (
B5&:,%6&)3(
(
>"1"2: ( ( (((((((((((((((@+&&)#'$2+(
/"# (
(
K#)'525 ( ( (((((((((((((((@+&&)#'$2+(
462 (
(
=+$( ( (((((((((((((((@+&&)#'$2+(
!6)2 (
(
D$#,%6( ( (((((((((((((D+):(I5C%+ (
>$**+&.+#3+#(

 
",1;6,3-2+,1B'J-M,+- '

'
;+LL#+C( ( ( (=$2:,5# (
F)",, (
(
/$&-+#')2 (( ((((((((((((((((<5,(B)*5, (
B$&.+#*(
(
D)#$7( ( (((((((((/$+##)(!)2C52 (
/651)# (
(
>+%1&)$(( ( ((((((((((((((((>$#)(<5') (
<+$.+26)"* (
(
43#)G)&( ( ( /)#)*53) (
!6$)23 (
(
9$+#1M( ( (((((((Bishop O’Dowd(
!)#,52 (
(

 
"0M;6D'N/103'J-M,+- '

'
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<+-$*,1C(
(
/)%1, ( ( (((((((((/$+##)(!)2C52 (
/0)%6 (
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E"1)# ( ( ( (((<+&)2: (
N-+#,*#++*(
(
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<++( ( (((((((((((((((>$#)'52*+ (
4C+#(
(
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!+05-2+'7/2<1-GG '

'
Sean Hamamoto        Mark Keppel 

Karna Adam          Monte Vista 

42)2*6(!6+#"1"0)&&C(((95"366+#*C(?)&&+C(

Mike Abood                 Monte Vista 

Shin San     Lowell 

Alec Bahramipour         Miramonte 

Daivik Vyas              Los Osos 

 
"1-G6562<'AOO6D-1'

'
'

Brian Jue         Monte Vista 

Rami Bata           Miramonte 

Ahmer Qureshi    /6+#')2(N)1,(!O/  

Ishaan Gupta          Granite Bay 



A16<62,;'A1,+/1B'!+,+-'7H,3E6/2 '
'P,16GH,'Q,R6L!+'N1,2D6G'86<H'!DH//;'
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'

$'T,G'1-,5BU'$'D/0;5'5/'+H6GU'9+';,G+V'+H6G'T,G'</62<'+/'M-'3B'3/3-2+'62'+H-'GE/+;6<H+U'.H6G'B-,1'G/3-/2-'T,G'

</62<'+/'M-,+'W,G05,H'#,3,DH,251,G-XH,1U'925'+H,+'G/3-/2-'T,G'</62<'+/'M-'3-U'YH-2'3B'2,3-'T,G'

D,;;-5'$'D/2O65-2+;B'G+//5'0E',25',;3/G+'1,2'+/'+H-'36DU'$'T,G'1-,5B'+/'M-'+H-'2-T'GE-;;62<'M--'DH,3E6/2U'

What’s my word? “Phalanges?” Like, fingers? That’s such an easy word to spell. “Phalanges...FALANGES” My 
friend’s faces in the audience told me before I even heard the buzzer go off...I lost. My principal smiled me off 
+H-'G+,<-',G'W,G05,H'#,3,DH,251,G-XH,1'+//X'+H-'+6+;-'/O'+H-'3655;-'GDH//;'!E-;;62<':--'7H,3E6/2U'9<,62U'

Z"-1G/2,;['AX,BV'T-;;V';/G62<'+H-'GE-;;62<'M--'5652\+'GD,1'3-'O/1';6O-',25'$'T,G2\+'G/'+1,03,+6R-5'+H,+'$'2-C-1'

entered any  completion again…obviously. But it took a long time for me to forgive myself for making such a 
G63E;-'36G+,X-U'4C-1B'5,B'O/1','G/;65'O6C-'3/2+HGV'$'1-;6C-5'+H,+'3/3-2+V'DH6562<'3BG-;O'O/1'36GGE-;;62<'

“obese.” But this problem is pervasive in today’s society. Our inability to accept losses inhibits our chance to 
3/C-'O/1T,15U'N-;6F'J-226GV',0+H/1'/O' How to Be Rich, wrote, “N-,1'/O'O,6;62<'6G'+H-'G62<;-'M6<<-G+'63E-563-2+'

to amassing success.”'' ZN,6;01-['./'-11'6G'H03,2V'M0+'+/',536+'6+ —G0E-1H03,2U'$2'/15-1'+/'E1/<1-GGV'T-',G','

G/D6-+B'30G+';-,12'+/'2/+'/2;B',DX2/T;-5<-V'M0+',;G/V'63E1/C-'O1/3'5-O-,+GU '

' P/G+'/O'0G'5/'-C-1B+H62<'T-'D,2'+/',C/65'+H62X62<'+H,+'T-',1-'T1/2<U'Y-'<-+'62'62'+H-',MG+1,D+U'Y-',;;'

X2/T'-C-1BM/5B'62'+H6G'1//3'3,X-G'36G+,X-G',25'+H,+'+H-'H03,2'GE-D6-G'62'<-2-1,;'6G'O,;;6M;-U':0+'TH-2'6+'

D/3-G'5/T2'+/'+H-'E1-G-2+V'G055-2;B',;;'/O'+H6G',MG+1,D+',EE1-D6,+6/2'/O'O,;;6M6;6+B'</-G'/0'+H-'T625/T',25'

we’re reduced down to a society in which doing something wrong means that there is something worn with us. 
Y62G+/2'7H10DH6;;'E0+'6+'E-1O-D+;B'TH-2'H-'G,65V'“Success is not fatal: it is the courage to continue that 
counts.”'ZN,6;01-['.H6G'2/+6/2'6G'+10-]'H/T-C-1V'-C-2'50162<'+H-'1-D-2+'1-D-GG6/2V'3,2B'E-/E;-'T-1-'1-G6G+,2+'

+/'</'^/M'H02+62<'M-D,0G-'+H-B'O-;+'+H,+'6O'+H-B'H,5'M--2'O61-5'/2D-V'+H-B'T-1-'M/025'+/'O,6;',<,62U'9'G+05B'

O1/3'%/C-3M-1'()*)V'1-C-,;-5'+H,+'3/1-'+H,2'*_V`>)'-3E;/B--G'T-1-';,65'/OO'O1/3';,T'O613G',D1/GG'+H-'

?26+-5'!+,+-GU'9DD/1562<'+/'7,1--1:06;5-1V';-GG'+H,2'>>a'/O'+H/G-'-F L-3E;/B--G',D+0,;;B'O/025',2/+H-1'^/MV'

and the ones who didn’t, often hadn’t looked because they were too afraid of getting fired again (Jobs). Arthur 
:1/T2',0+H/1'/O' Risk Taking found that people often don’t take a risk because they are afraid of the final out-
D/3-U'Z:1/T2[U''Y-';6C-'62','G/D6-+B'TH-1-'-C-1B/2-'6G'^05<-G'/2'+H-61'36G+,X-G'1,+H-1'+H-2'+H-61',DH6-C-L

3-2+'TH6DH'62H6M6+G'0G'O1/3'+,X62<'+H-'O61G+'G+-E'+/'/C-1D/3-'/01'O,6;01-U'9O+-1'+H-'GE-;;62<'M--'5-M,D;-V'E-/L

ple didn’t associate me as the second place winner; rather, I was known as, “the girl who can’t spell pha-
langes!” The worst part was...I let them call me that. I let them define me with a simple  36G+,X-U'$2'O,D+V'+H,+'

26DX2,3-'D,116-5'+H1/0<H'02+6;'_+H'<1,5-'TH-2'+H-'GE-;;62<'M--'1/;;-5',1/025V'$'T,G'+//'GD,1-5'+/'-C-2'+1BU'$'

;-+'3B';6++;-'O,0F'E,G'G+/E'3-'O1/3'<-++62<'/C-1'3B'<,OO-UUU,25V'3/1-'63E/1+,2+;BV'M-,+62<'W,G05,H'

#,3,DH,251,G-XH,1'Z"-1G/2,;[U'9G'30DH',G'$';,0<H-5',;/2<'T6+H'3B'O16-25'TH-2'+H-B'3,5-'O02'/O'3-V'$'1-,;L

6R-5'+H,+'6G'T,G'+63-'G/025'/0+'G/3-'G/;0+6/2G'V'D/2G/2,2+'MB'D/2G/2,2+U''

' 9'.'b'7'8'$'"'8'A':'$'9U'$'79%'GE-;;U'9+BDH6EH/M6,U'.H-'O-,1'/O'O,6;01-U'"-/E;-'T6+H'+H6G'+BE-'/O'EH/M6,'

G--',++-3E+G'62';6O-',G'M;,DX',25'TH6+-U'A01'O-,1'/O'M-62<'T1/2<'6G'H/;562<'0G'M,DXU'.H6G'O-,1'G+-3G'O1/3'+H-'

fact that we can’t admit that we are wrong. It’s not entirely our fault—G/D6,;'EGBDH/;/<6G+'4;;6/+'91/2G/2'G,BG'

/01'M1,62G'T/1X'H,15'+/'3,X-'0G'+H62X'+H,+'T-',1-'5/62<'+H-'16<H+'+H62<V'-C-2'62'+H-'O,D-'/O'-C65-2D-'+/'+H-'

D/2+1,1BU'$2'H6G'M//XV''Mistakes Were Made (but not by me)V'91/25G/2'5-O62-G'+H6G'-2<62-'+H,+'516C-G'G-;OL

justifications as cognitive dissonance. (Tavris) It’s the feeling of discomfort created when a person holds two 
/EE/G62<'65-,G'+/'M-'+10-U'925'+H-'/2;B'1-,;'T,B'+/'D/2C62D-'/01'3625G'+H,+'T-',1-V'62'O,D+V'T1/2<V' '



",<-' _'!+,+-'./012,3-2+'()*('456+6/2 '

'
is by accepting the inevitability of failing sometimes. It’s crucial for us to acknowledge that the road to suc-
cess is not straight. “avoiding” failure but on “facing” it correctly. A mistake isn’t just a misstep or a wrong 
turn. It’s a gift. There’s a curve called failure, a loop call confusion, intersections called hard decisions, red 
;6<H+G'D,;;-5'-2-36-GV'D,0+6/2';6<H+G'D,;;-5'O,36;BV',25'O;,+'+61-G'D,;;-5';/G+'^/MGU'.H-'E/62+'6G';6O-V'T6;;'+H1/T','

;/+',+'0G'M-O/1-'T-'G0DD--5]'T-',;;'G+10<<;-'O1/3'+63-'+/'+63-'T6+H'G-+M,DXG'+H,+'51,<'0G'5/T2'M0+'6+'6G'D16+6L

cal to understand that success isn’t based on Samuel Langley, one of the world’s most respected scientists in 
+H-'*c))G'T,G'<6C-'dI)V)))'+/'M06;5'H6G'51-,3 —+H-'51-,3'+/'O;BU'.H-'T/1;5'D,3-'/0+'+/'T,+DH',G'H6G+/1B'T,G'

,M/0+'+/'M-'3,5-U'.H-'O61G+'E1/+/+BE-',61E;,2-'T,G';,02DH-5UUUM0+'O-;;U'@,2<;-B'<,C-'0EV'5B62<','M1/X-2'3,2U'

9'O-T'B-,1G';,+-1V'+T/'H6<H'GDH//;'51/E/0+G'H,5'+H-'G,3-'51-,3U'.H-B'D1,GH-5'+//V'/O+-2U'4,DH'+63-V';-,12L

62<'O1/3'+H-'G,<-'D,;;-5'O,6;01-U'?2+6;','O,+-O0;'T62+-1G'5,B'62'J-D-3M-1'*`)=V'TH-2'+H-B'O;-T'+H-61'H/3-L

3,5-'+H/0G,25'5/;;,1'O;B62<'3,DH62-'G+1,6<H+'+H1/0<H'+H-'6;;0G6/2'/O'63E/GG6M6;6+BU':/+H'!,30-;'@,2<;-B',25'

A1C6;;-',25'Y6;M01'Y16<H+'O-;;U'':0+'+H-'Y16<H+':1/+H-1G'</+'M,DX'0EU'.H-B'D1-,+-5'+H-61'/T2'5-G+62B',25'

DH,2<-5'+H-'T/1;5U'.H-B'1-,;6R-5'+H,+'2/'3,++-1'TH,+'H,EE-2G'+/'B/0V'TH,+'3,++-1G'6G'TH,+'H,EE-2G'62'B/0U' '

' Y-'H,C-'+/'DH,2<-'/01'1-GE/2G-'+/'O,6;01-'MB',DD-E+62<'6+'1-GE/2G6M;B',25'X--E62<','E/G6+6C-',++6+05-U'

It means remaining upbeat even when you’ve been beaten up. It means you see solutions while others see 
problems. It means believing in yourself even when other believe you’ve failed. Learning to accept things is 
considered a fact of life. We can’t control the weather, natural disaster or mishap. But you can take positive 
action. It’s all a state of mind. Just think of everyone on your cliché list of people who’ve fallen and got back 
0E—9M1,H,3'@62D/;2V'.H/3,G'456G/2V'Y,;+'J6G2-BV'!+-C-'e/MGV'eQ'#/T;62<V'P6DH,-;'e/15,2V'+H-';6G+'</-G'/2U'

:0+'+H62X'/O'+H/G-'E-/E;-'TH/'36<H+'2/+'M-','O,3/0G',+H;-+-'/1'62C-2+/1U'.H62<'/O'9;-F'&,55'TH/'O,6;-5'+/'

M-'D,1-O0;'TH6;-'GH6EE62<'O1-6<H+',25';/G+'H6G'-B-'62',2',DD65-2+V'M0+'2/TV'T6+H','2-T'3625G-+V'6G'G--62<'+H62<G'

3/1-'D;-,1;B'+H,2'H-'-C-1'565'M-O/1-U'.H62X'/O'#,256'Q-+DH03'TH/';/G+'-C-1B+H62<',O+-1','D,25;-'M012-5'

5/T2'H-1'H/0G-V'M0+'H,5'+H-'O61-',25'516C-'62G65-'/O'H-1'+/'M06;5'H-1';6O-'0E',<,62',25'M-D/3-'G0DD-GGO0;U'

Think of yourself. Every single one of these people, regardless of whether they’re famous or not, have on 
+H62<'62'D/33/2 —when they failed, they didn’t fall back. They fell forward. The harnessed that negative en-
ergy that accompanies failing and used that to fall forward into their success. They didn’t let mistakes bury 
+H-3'5--E'62'36G-1BV'M0+'1,+H-1V'0G-5'+H-3'+/'+,X-'+H-'G+62<'/01'/O'O,6;01-',25'-3E/T-1'+H-3U' '

' So, I didn’t end up beating Vasudah Ramachandrasekhar in the spelling bee. I did beat her in speech 
+H/0<HUUU$'3-,2V'5/'B/0'G--'H-1',2BTH-1-f'$+'+012G'/0+V'/01'O,6;01-G'D,2',D+0,;;B'+-,DH'0G'G/3-'/O'+H-'3/G+'

significant lessons; lessons that can’t be taught by anyone else. Honestly, there are only two mistakes we can 
make along the road; not going all the way and not starting. So don’t hesitate—don’t doubt yourself. In life, 
it’s rarely about getting a chance; it’s all about taking a chance. Innovative and inventive people don’t have a 
“special trait.”  They are just ordinary people with an extraordinary attitude. Let’s be one of them. So, no. I 
didn’t end up winning the spelli8ng bee. I didn’t win the trophy and I didn’t get that “much awaited glory.”  
:0+'$'T,;X-5',T,B'T6+H'G/3-+H62<'T/1+H'3/1-'+H,2',2B+H62<U'$'T,;X-5',T,B'X2/T62<'+H,+'G/3-+63-GV'3,XL

62<'P'$'!'.'4'9'Q'!'6G'T/1+H'3/1-'+H,2',2B'/+H-1'E16R-U' '

'
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In this issue of the Tech 
Corner, I will be discussing 
the exciting ways in which 
CHSSA is using technology 
to assist coaches and 
students. Over the last two 
years, we at CHSSA have 
been working hard to 
improve our customer 
service experience by 
adding online resources. 
Our first change was to 
update our website to 
improve the user 
experience. This process is 
ongoing and expect major 
changes to the website 
over the course of summer 
2012. To date we have 
added online discussion 

forums, video resources, 
instructional materials, in 
addition to CHSSA bylaws 
and event rules. 
 
New to 2012 CHSSA has 
added a YouTube and a 
SchoolTube channel that 
contains the entirety of our 
event video library for your 
use. As a teacher I am 
always looking for ways to 
engage students and for 
good examples of speeches. 
The CHSSA videos are 
excellent resources for 
coaches and students alike. 
The videos not only contain 
sample speeches, but 
discussions about the event 

from fellow coaches and 
competitors. 
 
In addition to video 
resources CHSSA has 
added online discussion 
forums for coaches. While 
the forum is currently 
underutilized, this resource 
could be an invaluable 
resource for coaches. 
Currently we have 
discussion threads for 
fundraising, classroom 
instruction, and coaching 
ideas. To become a 
member of the forum email 
Stephen Caperton at 
webmaster@cahssa.org to 
receive an invitation. 

tournament again 
conducted online ballot 
review. Unlike state 2011, 
ballots were posted to a 
secure Dropbox folder as 
opposed to an open 
Google docs account in 
order to limit the 
students ability to view 
ballots (a common 
complaint with last years 
system). With the 
exception of coaches 
accidentally deleting files 
(which were generally 
restored within minutes) 
the process went fairly 
smoothly. A separate 
room was established 
with computers for 
coaches who did not have 

The 2012 State 
Tournament at Lowell 
High School saw several 
changes in tournament 
operations due to the 
addition of technology. 
New for 2012 was the 
use of Joyoftournaments 
software to assign ballots 
to judges. The intent of 
the process was to speed 
up the distribution and 
assignment of ballots 
while lowering the rate of 
errors (school conflicts, 
judge has seen student in 
a prior round, etc). 
Overall the use of 
software to assign ballots 
appeared successful. 
Secondly the state 

mobile internet access. 
Finally we continued the 
use of mass text 
messaging to alert 
students and coaches 
about event postings and 
other tournament 
operations. Please stay 
tuned the final use of 
technology for the state 
tournament, our end of 
the year survey where 
you will have the ability to 
provide feedback about 
tournament operations 
with the goal of improving 
State for next year. 

!! "#$"#$ %%## &'("'&'("' %%
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IE Tabulation 

Parli prepping  

mailto:webmaster@cahssa.org
http://cahssa.websitetoolbox.com/
http://cahssa.websitetoolbox.com/
http://cahssa.websitetoolbox.com/
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$'0G-5'+H,+'
62+1/'TH-2'$'
D/3E-+-5U '

.H,+'6G'P$!.4#'
&/1<-/0G'+/'

B/0U'

Top Ten Reasons a student left their heart at State 2012 
 

1. The State Dance was better than my prom could ever be! 
2. I was at the only place in SF where the people talking to themselves really WERE crazy. 
3. I got away with my canned intro. 
4. My trophy got me a date! 
5. I got stir-fry tacos! 
6. I never thought I’d see my coach Dougie; and I wish I hadn't. 
7. “Uh coach, the seagulls took my flow pad.” 
8. Where else has Parli prep been in an old ROTC firing range? 
9. I almost wet my pants in HI finals. 
10. Caffeine, Kritiks, & coach judges. That was a fun round. 
 

7/3-'/2V'+H6G'6G'
-,G6-1'+H,2'

M-62<'G+0DX'/2'
Amazing Race 

T6+H'B/01'G6G+-1g'

$',3'2/+'
,'E1/EU'

UUU,25'+H-'
H/1G-'B/0'
1/5-'62'/2g '
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­The many years my students 
rode the bus back and forth 
between tourney and hotel 
 with my wife chaperoning and 
keeping them on schedule 
  
­The streaker at the assembly 
at Fresno State in 1974 
 
­ 1987 at Point Loma where my 
speakers were more interested 
in laying in the sun, the 
gorgeous scenery and 
determining how to get to the 
beach than they were their   
rounds.  
 
­Having the same LDer place 

(Continued from page 1) (&9#/.)6/)>SS)+/.)56"(3)6/)>SF8)
(To the same competitor) 
 
­Seeing how the dinner­
dances have grown and 
improved over the years 
 
T/.)3-&)3-"&&).+4()0-&%!6/71)
with the other three area 
chairpersons was a vivid 
reminder of the many times I 
(+3)0-&%!6/71),63-)+"&+)9-+6"()
Brasher, Cullen and 
Macdonald. 
 
I guess as we get older it is 
nice that we can still have a 
part. 

“I was quietly noting the 
+63-'/O'-,DH'GE-,X-1'

M0+',2'$56/+'^05<-'X-E+'
,22/02D62<'+H-'+63-'/0+'

;/05V'5-G+1/B62<'+H-'
3/1,;-'/O'+'H-'

speakers.”'
(Judge comment from the backside 

of an Individual Event ballot) 

—4*.)B.1'"C**1) $-9'#.9%5"&.%51'#)<.1).$.N.I1$-9'(.
OMP.39$35<.@ABB;.A1)%9&1$'<.OMP.$'(.@ABB;.A$22.97.

M$-".39$35:. .

Prichard Earns Cummings Award 

Rita Prichard, VP Curriculum and retiring coach from Granite Bay High School, was 
presented with the 'Service Above Self  )4)56,)(,(70,84)569%,8%%0:$;-,1#+1;'6*+<,
(7*%,-0)59%,%()(0,(#'5+):0+(2 
 

This is an award in memory of long time  CHSSA coach Donovan Cummings. It is 
presented 
“in grateful appreciation of outstanding service and dedication to the growth and promotion of 
speech and debate in California schools.” (From the awarded plaque) 
 
Rita earned this recognition through her many years of dedicated speech teaching, 
coaching and her outstanding work in the area of curriculum.  (Handbooks, Curriculum 
Guides, and DVDs. 


